For Local Jewelers, Mining Trip
Is More About Bonding than Business

It stanied as a casual convecsation
for theee men working together, and
evolved into 8 maole-bomding bosi-
ness mip.

Geogze Press, who has owned
and opersted George Press Tewalers
in Livingston for the last 36 vears,
has for some time now enjoved
talking shont going om =n office
gold-panning expedition with two
of kis employess, Richard Bolen, a
Gemological Instimuie of Amesica
eraduate and gem stone sppraiser who
has worked for him for thoee veass;
and Brion Swingle, 1 bench jeweler,
metal smith and watch techmician
with the store for 25 vears_ It seemed
anamial chodce of topic fior men who
have spent their cameers in the jewelny
business, especially given that Bolen
is & fam of television mining shows
such as "Prospectors,” snd Swingle is
an aficiomado of such sorvival shows
a5 " Alaska, the Last Fronties.”

Bat recently, they found that just
tzlkinz abont soch a trip was not
enoush. The three men decided to
"up their game” by swiking out on
2 mining expedition. They wonld
head to the wilds of Maine in search
of tonimaline, agnamanne, Somess,
and whatever other precions gems
conld be gathered thess.

Brinzing only & tent, & twig stove. g
French press coffee makes {thanks to
Swingle), two coolers of provisions,
amd rock tools pronvided by Press, they
camping lakeside, Press stastled his

fellow campers by arriving in g taed
from the srpodt.

The three miners kiked np hloont
Agparite and spent the frst full day of
the trip thers. There, sipns of previons
miming activity tantslized them all
small reward, as they uncoversed gar-
nets, smodoy quaste, and citrine. binst
of the stomes were not Zem qoality,
Press mdged, althonsh some could
be snitnble for cabochons.

Dy two found the advenmess st
neasby Mount Mica, worldng nnder
the znidance of Poland Minimg
Camps. Thisis anactive commerrizl
mining initiative theongh which mock
hoands are-permitted tocomb thoouzh
piles of rocks left over from blastng.
This proved alessenjoyvable but more
productive venmre: the three men
discoversed tomrmaline, gqoartz, snd
large sheets of mica that Press plans
toese &5 jewelny displaysin the store.
Mics, he explaims, is very spackdy ond
teneds to fake easily, 5o they kept mis-
taking it for the occasionally dropped
dizmeond on the Goor.

Some of the men's favorite finds
wage fist-sized rocks that broke open
ioreved lage gamet covstals helfthe
size of an ice cube. They enjoy s2e-

remmed to New Jersey. Both Bolen
and Swingle took home with them
nnsoated mock for Bolen's son five

vear old Gennaro, snd Swingle's
zramdsom, 11 year old Jakmb. Little
Gennaro was Incky enonzh o find a

piece of warermelon tonrmaline — a
gem that incndes shades of pink,
gmmmﬂwhim.

Bolen has been & pock hoond since
childhood, and plans to display his
trophies foomm this expedition m a
tock cobinet. Swangle sasd he felt
“like a l3d on a class mip,” and plans
to make & mstic ring from a piece of
blne tonmealine set m white sock with
the help of kis boddy, Bolen. (Hearng
that, Swingle's wifeis now encourag-
ing her hosband to go on an emerald

mindng sxpedition next!)

Press, meamwhile, called the trip
“a feal learming expersence” — mod
st learning about rocks and gems,
but also abont getting to kmow and
bond with these other two men with
whom he woils every day. "Rich
and Brian weren't sure, initially, that
I'wonld went to go,” says Press. "Buot
Thad & zreat time.” He adds, "It gave
me the ity to do something
I havent done for close to 40 vears
— go camping ! But while "picking
things out of the ground that wese
more valnsble than just rocks" was
fun, the best pant of the trip fior him
was "hanging with the boys "

“We work together 40, 50, some-
times 60 houars a wesk, bat we never
have time o acmally st wlk o
each other,” Press says. “We got the
chance o really bond with esch other
on this trip."

He says he wonld also like to 2o
mindng sgain, maybe st some of the
Mew Jersey sites he visited onscience
field trips during his school days.
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